A mixture of NiCl 2 · 6H 2 O (0.1 mmol), 2,3-dihydroxybutanedioic acid (0.10 mmol), NaOH (0.20 mmol), 1,10-phenanthroline (0.20 mmol) and water (10 mL) was stirred for 30 min in air, then sealed in a 25 mL Teflon-lined stainless steel container, which was heated to 130°C for 72 h. After cooling to room temperature at a rate of 2 K per hour, light-green block crystals were obtained in ca. 40 % yield base on Ni.
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Diffractometer, scan mode:
Bruker SMART CCD, j/w 2qmax:
56. 5°N (hkl) SHELXS-97 [6] , SHELXL-97 [7] 
